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Next Meeting 

 When: Tuesday, June 17 at 7:00pm to 9:00 pm 

 What: Bring marquetry patterns to study and we’ll discuss as a group what order to cut 
pieces and early sign-up for July 26th workshop. We’ll also decide on the topic for the next 
Basic Workshop (Free-form boxes? Checker Boards? 12-piece Radial Clock? Shaker Box?, 
etc) You decide!  Be there to vote. 
 

 Where:  Sawdust Shop (directions at the end of the newsletter) 
 

 Who: Members (visitors are welcome) 
 

 

Update your 2014 calendar with future meetings 

 Saturday Workshops: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm (Ken and Linda’s shop in Morgan Hill) 
       Jul 26, Oct 25 

 

 Tuesday Meetings:  7:00 pm to 9:00 pm (The Sawdust Shop, Santa Clara) 
 Jun 17, Aug 19, Sep 16, Nov 18 

 
Upcoming Classes – Dave Peck will teach Cutting from the Inside Out 

 Saturday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm (Ken and Linda’s shop in Morgan Hill) 

 July 26 Sign-ups and details to come. 

 

 

 May Meeting Ken and Linda Horner, Dave Fifield, Liz Poux, Karen Stephenson, Dan Thacker, Bill Villamor and 2 

guests: Jeff Wilson and Ard Sealy attended the regular meeting at the Sawdust. 2 Members: Bill and Dave rose to 
the challenge and presented beautiful velvet-lined boxes for the President’s challenge. Both names were 
placed in the drawing for the prize and Dave Fifield won the $25 Sawdust gift certificate. 

 June Show and Tell: As usual, bring your project to the Workshop (including tissue boxes) and tell us about 
it! Those bringing a completed show-and-tell are eligible for a drawing to win a prize! 

 

 Ken also demonstrated how to flatten lumpy veneer by wetting the veneer (using a clean rag or spray 
bottle) with a glycerin/water solution (1 tablespoon glycerin in 1 pint of water).  Glycerin can be 
purchased at any pharmacy (about $0.70/oz). Ken then placed the moistened veneer in between flat 
boards and clamped them together.  After the veneer is fully flat, he dried the veneer by adding layers 
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of paper towels between the clamped boards and changing the paper towels periodically. We were all 
very impressed with the result (see photos).  

 

 Basic Skills Workshop: Pad Marquetry on a Tissue Box The NorCal Chapter of the AMS has four regular 
Workshops during the year.  Because we have so many new members that have missed the regular 
workshops, Ken and Linda graciously agreed to repeat some of the old projects if we had a minimum of 
6 people enrolled. May 31st was our first beginners’ workshop (open to everyone with an emphasis on 
basic skills). Ken sent out pictures, patterns, a list of tools and materials and instructions.  Present were 
members Ken and Linda Horner, Ralph Porter, Liz Poux, Gloria Miller, and Dan Thacker. Non-members 
who had taken Ken’s Moon-Mountain-Tree class: Mark Brown, Jeff Wilson and Ard Sealy (Ard is now in 
the process of joining and Marc became a member just after the workshop!).  

 
Ralph Porter brought his hand-powered Scrollsaw (another previous workshop project) and showed us 
how it worked. Ralph is quite adept at sawing with it (making delicate pieces look easy) but Liz found it 
a strenuous work-out for her arms. Ken has a foot-powered version that we can try sometime. 
 
The Pad Marquetry workshop was greatly appreciated by those who attended.  Hamburgers and hot-
links with sides, desserts and a beautiful sunny day were enjoyed by all. Sorry I forgot to bring a camera 
to record the fun—Liz. 
 

 About Pad Marquetry:  
-In Pad Marquetry all the veneers are put into a package and cut at 90 degrees. 
-The strongest veneer goes on the bottom. 
-All veneers in the pad have app tape on the bottom side. 
-The top veneer also has app tape on the top. 
-The pattern is glued or traced on the top of the pack (Note: don’t use regular carbon paper to mark 
directly on the wood—very hard to get the ink off the wood!). 
-Tape the pack together with blue tape. 
-Trace or draw the design onto the top-app-tape-covered veneer then cut at 90 degrees. 
 
For the  Tissue Box, Ken showed us how to trim excess veneer from the sides of the box: 
-Hold the box tight against a cutting mat and cut off any cross grain veneer on the bottom and top -
using a sharp wood chisel and a mallet. 
Hold the box tight to a wood mat and cut off the excess using a sharp veneer saw. 
 
Other items: 
-Make your own filler with white wood putty colored with water-based acrylic paint 
-Before you sand the final piece use shellac to seal the wood. 
-After cutting a marquetry piece, you look at patterns differently. Perhaps you redrqw to eliminate 
sharp turns, move different pieces that touch or are too close, etc. 
-For veneer that  buckled after gluing, Ken recommended heating a slab of flat steel and leaving the 
warm steel on the glued veneer until the steel is cool. The heat of the steel softens the dried glue and 
the weight helps to straighten the veneer.  
-Bubbles and ripples can also be fixed by applying heat from a hair-dryer and then re-clamping. 
 

 Ken and Linda remind us that if we still have boxes or other workshop projects to complete and need 
help, they are willing to allow members to come work on the boxes at their workshop. 

 



 Club library materials can be checked-out and brought to members during club meetings. Gloria Miller 
is working on inventorying the library and will be getting the list together soon. 

 

 Veneer Tape can be purchased during meeting if you contact Ken before meetings and ask him to bring 
a roll(s) to the monthly meeting. 

 

 Donation from Bob:  Bob Shultz's wife Carol gave the Chapter some of Bob's books, magazines and 
veneer. Bob had asked that this be done. Ken said that the books will go into our Library (Hint - we still 
need a Librarian), the magazines and the veneer will be given out as drawings at each meeting to those 
who brought in a marquetry project.  

 

 Chapter Newsletter Editor: Laura Mulligan, our news editor is taking a temporary leave-of-absence. 
Send submissions to Liz Poux (Interim editor): pouxliz@aol.com 

 

 Webmaster: Andrew Reynolds is Chapter and National webmaster – (408) 971-6343. 
We’re always looking for good pictures of your work to put in the picture gallery.   
Send submissions to: areynoldsre@gmail.com  

 
 Library Custodian:  Gloria Miller gloriaimiller@gmail.com 

 

 National and Local Membership 
 Membership & Dues:  Ken Horner reported that there are now 2 new members of the NorCal 

Marquetarians—welcome Mac Brown and Ard Sealy.  Our dues allow us to add to our Library, pay for our 
Christmas party and Summer picnic, buy prizes, etc.  Remember that you may now get a discount for 
multi-year member ship renewal.  One year renewal is $25, two year renewal is $45 and three year 
renewal is $60.  Also, remember that family membership is the same cost as a single membership.  Just put 
both names on the Name Line, such as “John and Jane Doe”.  You’ll both be members of the AMS but 
receive only one copy of the AMS magazine.     

 If Are Not A Member:  If you are not a member and want to attend one of our Saturday workshops, it's 
easy; join the AMS and the local Chapter. Total cost for the AMS and local chapter is $30 for one year, 
$50 for two years and $65 for three years.  You also will get the AMS Magazine plus a great Pattern 
Catalog. The four Saturday workshops during the year are a great way to practice hands-on marquetry 
and general wood craft. You can join by bringing your checkbook to a Tuesday night meeting or to one 
of the Saturday meetings.  

 

Treasury Report:   

 The balance is $147:  This includes 1 new member who paid $10 for 2014 less $25 gift certificate for 
President’s Challenge won by Dave Fifield.  Money in the treasury is collected via our local $10 dues.  
Recent expenses have been for workshop materials, food and drinks. We also use treasury money for 
Show and Tell prizes. 
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Meetings:  

 Members:  We meet on the 4th Saturday of April followed by the 3rd Tuesday evening for May and 
June.  This rotating schedule continues throughout the year.  Nighttime meetings are regularly held at 
The Sawdust Shop in Santa Clara unless otherwise announced.  

 Guests:  Guests are welcome at all Tuesday meetings.  However, only members may attend the regular 
Saturday workshops. 

Discounts Available to AMS Members: 

 Certainly Wood:   (http://www.certainlywood.com) 
Special member price is $35 instead of the usual $40 price for the Marquetry Veneer package.  The 
special handling charge plus shipping fees are approximately $25.  The total of about $60 for this 
package is still a very good buy.  The 100 sq. ft. Marquetry package changes each time they make them 
since all the veneer that is included comes from ends of flitches.  They try to provide a wide range of 
color, grain and figure in the packages and the sizes range from 4” to 8” wide by 12”to 30” long. 
 

 Sauer’s Veneers has made a special veneer package available. $30 incl. shipping for 40 pieces of 
veneer. Ken showed this at the Workshop and six members purchased a package. 
 
 

Ken Horner, President - (408) 463-9030 

Andrew Reynolds, Webmaster – (408) 971-6343 

Laura Mulligan, Newsletter Editor – Interim editor: Liz Poux—pouxliz@aol.com 

Gloria Miller, Librarian- gloriaimiller@gmail.com 

Sawdust Shop directions:  Address is 320 Martin Ave., Santa Clara, 95050.  Phone is (408) 992-1004.  URL is 
http://www.thesawdustshop.com/.  From Hwy. 101 take De La Cruz. Go west past Central Expy. to Martin.  Turn 
left on Martin and just past Reed is 320. 
From Hwy 17 take Coleman Ave. towards the airport and turn right on Brokaw Rd. Turn left on Martin. 320 will 
be on your left. 
 

 
Ken & Linda’s House directions:  Hwy 101 south.  Exit Bailey Ave.  Turn right on Monterey access road.  Go 
south on Monterey to Palm (2.5 mi.) Make U-turn and come back 1.7 mi. to Koyanagi.  Turn right and then right 
on Ruth Lane.  Address is 9598 Ruth Lane.  The shop is around back. 
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President’s Challenge: 

Marquetry box with Rose by Bill Villamor 

 

 

Keepsake Box with Universalist Unitarian-style Marquetry Lid by Dave Fifield

 

 

 

 

 



Straightening Lumpy Veneer Demonstration: 

Original Lumpy Veneer 

 

 

Clamp wet veneer. After straightened, clamp dry with paper towels between boards, change paper towels 
frequently. Leave veneer between boards until fully dry. 

   Before and after—very impressive! 

 

Auditing the Workshop. If you feel you are not quite up to the rigors of table saws, shapers and drill presses, 
you are welcome to come to a Workshop and watch.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Basic Skills Workshop: May 31st Workshop—Pad Marquetry on a Tissue Box 
 

  
Examples of Pad Marquetry on a Tissue Box 
 

 
 

Variations on the Pad marquetry—at the design stage 

 



Show and Tell Photos: 

                             ca 

Lid cut with Lazar by Dave Fifield 
 
President’s challenge Gift Certificate: 
 

 


