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NorCal Chapter  
American Marquetry Society 

                                                                www.norcalmarquetarians.wordpress.com 

www.americanmarquetrysociety.com 

May Meetings 

Regular Meeting: 

 When: Tuesday, May 19 at 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
 What: Topic To Be Announced.  

 Where:  Sawdust Shop (see directions on p.5) 

 Who:  Everyone is welcome 
 

Special Workshop: Marcus Miller’s 3
rd

 Hand Cutting Board 

 When: Saturday, May 9th at 9:00am to 3:00 pm 

 What:  Build a Third Hand Cutting Board with Marcus Miller 
 Where:  Ken and Linda’s shop (see directions on p.5) 
 Who: Saturday workshops are for members only, sign-up required, Max. 10 people 
 Cost: $20 for materials (any extra expenses will be covered by local dues) 

 Bring: 12”x18” cutting mat (from JoAnn’s Fabrics, Michael’s, Hobby Lobby, Aaron Bros., 
etc) 

 Lunch: Bring food to share to accompany the burgers and links that Ken and Linda are 
furnishing for everyone. 

 
 

 

Update your 2015 calendar with future meetings 

Tuesday Meetings: 7-9PM The Sawdust Shop, Santa Clara  Everyone is Welcome 
May 19, Jun.16, Aug.18, Sep.15, Nov.17 
Saturday Workshops: 9AM-3PM Ken and Linda’s workshop, Morgan Hill   
For Members Only—sign-ups required 
May 9  ‘Build a Third Hand’ with Marcus Miller 

 

April 2015 

NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

http://www.norcalmarquetarians.wordpress.com/
http://www.americanmarquetrysociety.com/
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Jul.25 ‘Domed Music Box’ 
Oct.24 Pendant with Dave Peck  
 
Christmas Party & 3 Veneer Contest: December 15 Members and Guests Welcome 
 

 
April  Workshop  

Dave Peck lead our “Marquetry Around a Curved Surface” Workshop Saturday  April 25 at Ken and 
Linda’s shop in Morgan Hill. In attendance were Ken & Linda Horner, Larry Hooser, Mark Jones, Fred 
Myer, Liz Poux, Andrew Reynolds, Karen Stephenson, Bill Villamor and of courseDave Peck. A couple of 
members (Gloria Miller and Raj Rao) made the marquetry and had paid for the bowls but at the last-
minute were unable to attend so the bowls were set aside for them. We also missed Bob Finegan due 
to travel difficulties. The rest of us gathered at 9:00 a.m. for coffee and donuts and Dave Peck 
explained the project for the day – 3 different techniques on how to attach marquetry to a curved 
surface using walnut bowls that Dave Peck turned for the occasion. As required, we all brought our 
finished marquetry ready to glue onto the wooden bowls. Each bowl was slightly different in size—
Dave tailor-made them according to the dimensions of the potpourri lids that we had 
selected/purchased in advance.  
 
The 3 methods that Dave demonstrated were: Iron-on using white/yellow glue, Rub-on using contact 
cement, Glue-on using exercise bands. Each method had advantages and draw-backs. Dave 
demonstrated each method AND showed us a few clever tricks on how get good results starting with 
attaching our work with PAPER VENEER TAPE (not app tape) and carefully trimming our work to fit the 
height of the bowl. 
 
Dave gave us pieces of 2”x4”x10” that he had trimmed to fit the interior of each bowl and we secured 
the wood using a dowel (essentially like a pin chuck). The other end of the wood piece was clamped to 
a table so the bowl would stay in place.  For the white/yellow glue and contact cement applications, 
Dave put an initial coat of the glue or cement onto the wooden bowls the day before the workshop so 
that we could save time because the bowls need a total of 2 coats of glue or cement and the 
marquetry needed 1 coat of the glue or cement fully dried onto each surface before attaching them 
together with a warm iron (if using glue) or rubbing it on (if using contact cement). Dave recommended 
Weldbond brand of white glue which can be purchased at a hardware store. Titebond 1or 2 could also 
be used but the “set” times are faster so he prefers the white glue. 
 
Wax paper covering the bowl in 3 sections and blue tape were used to help keep the contact cement 
from attaching to the marquetry prematurely. All 3 methods required attaching the marquetry to the 
bowl from the middle of the marquetry piece and then working the sides around the bowl to meet on 
the other side.  To cut the ends, we overlapped the marquetry ends and cut one end at an angle to 
produce a slight gap, which was just enough length to close the gap when the cut-off, which was 
underneath, no longer overlapped the attached marquetry. 
 
One of the nifty tricks that Dave showed us was to use compressed air from a  can to blow glue into the 
gap between the bowl and the marquetry so that we had enough glue everywhere—even the hard to 
reach crevasses. Exercise elastic was used to keep the veneer in place for the “wet” glue method. Tying 
the end of the band often required several attempts. The advantage of this method was that it was 
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quick. The disadvantage was that you had less control over the placement of the piece because 
manipulating the elastic band could be difficult. 
 
While waiting for the glue to dry, we enjoyed lunch, sides, good conversation, announcements and 
Show-And-Tell. The rest of the afternoon was spent trying to replicate the techniques that Dave had 
demonstrated. We all returned home with virtually completed potpourri bowls (which just needed to 
be sanded and finished). Thank you Dave Peck for all the work, preparation and instruction! Thanks 
also to Ken and Linda for hosting the very informative workshop. 

 
● See the Calendar on page 1 for our schedule for the rest of the year or at the end of the newsletter if 
you want to see a monthly version of events. 
● Linda brought out the can of lottery tickets and the Sauer’s Veneer pack she purchased for our 
Lottery.  This new pack has 20 sq. ft. of 40 exotic and domestic veneers most 6” x 12”. Every Show-and-
Tell earns the person a free lottery ticket. The kitty now has$23. When we reach $38, we will hold a 
drawing for the veneer pack!  We’re getting close!!! 
● Liz shared that she received  veneer from Larry Sauer for her 2nd prize win in the multi-club 3-veneer 
contest (Our club’s entries came from  last year’s Christmas party winners: Laura Mulligan, Gloria 
Miller and Liz Poux). Ken had contacted Sauer’s to purchase veneer for the 3-veneer multi-club contest 
winners but Larry Sauer graciously volunteered to donate the veneer packs to the winners AND ship 
them for free. 
 
Show-and-Tell:  
●Andrew Reynolds shared a beautiful cross with intricate fretwork. Although it wasn’t marquetry, we 
all appreciated the 80+ hours of labor and the over 300 drilled holes necessary to feed the saw blades 
through his silver maple. Andrew is donating the cross to his church—the wood comes from a tree that 
was cut-down from church property because it had succumbed to disease and old age. 
● Liz Poux showed a failed attempt at making veneer with scrap pieces placed in a blender. Dave Peck 
suggested that she cut the scraps with a pair of scissors before placing them in the blender. 
● Dave Peck showed us a pendant and earrings made of mini-parquetry. These are items that he 
submitted (with instructions on how to make them) in the AMS Magazine that was mailed out to 
members.  We all admired the intricate detail and fine craftsmanship. Ken and Dave have been talking 
about the possibility of Dave teaching us how to make that pendant in an upcoming workshop. We 
have tentatively scheduled Dave to teach the October 24th workshop! 
 
Other Business: 

 Dave Peck picked up some veneer from a retiring marquetarian on his way from Redwood Valley. The 
veneer will be used for prizes in future contests. 

 App Tape can be purchased during meetings if you contact Ken before meetings and ask him to bring a 
roll(s) to the monthly meeting. 

 
 

In Memory:  Rob Reed 
“We’ve been informed that long-time member, Rob Reed, passed away April 1, 2015. Rob began 
carpentry in Texas in 1977. He worked as a cabinet maker in D.C. in 1983 and came to San Francisco in 
1991. Rob moved his shop to Emeryville in 2009. Rob conducted many workshops for our NorCal 
Chapter. Rob was a very talented wood worker and a superb marquetarian. Rob was always willing to 
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teach and to share. His pecan pies were a main-stay at our Christmas parties. Rob will be missed.” –By 
Ken Horner, friend. 

 
General Information: 

Club President  Ken Horner  jkhorner1954@gmail.com 

Webmaster  Andrew Reynolds areynoldsre@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Laura Mulligan mugs88@gmail.com 

Librarian   Gloria Miller  gloriaimiller@gmail.com 

 
 Library 

 We have books, video tapes and DVDs, a very valuable asset that is not being utilized by the 
membership.  Let Gloria Miller know if you’d like to check something out. 
 

 National and Local Membership 
 Membership & Dues:  Ken announced that we now have 43 AMS members in our area of California – 32 

have paid AMS dues for 2015. 22 have paid local 2015 dues and have attended meetings and/or workshops 

this year. Our dues allow us to add to our Library, pay for our Christmas party and Summer picnic, buy 
prizes, etc.  Remember that you may now get a discount for multi-year member ship renewal.  One 
year renewal is $25, two year renewal is $45 and three year renewal is $60.  Also, remember that 
family membership is the same cost as a single membership.  Just put both names on the Name Line, 
such as “John and Jane Doe”.  You’ll both be members of the AMS but receive only one copy of the AMS 
magazine.     

 If Are Not A Member:  If you are not a member and want to attend one of our Saturday workshops, it's 
easy; join the AMS and the local Chapter. Total cost for the AMS and local chapter is $30 for one year, 
$50 for two years and $65 for three years.  You also will get the AMS Magazine plus a great Pattern 
Catalog. The four Saturday workshops during the year are a great way to practice hands-on marquetry 
and general wood craft. You can join by bringing your checkbook to a Tuesday night meeting or to one 
of the Saturday meetings.  

Treasury Report:   

 The balance is $268 .  Money in the treasury is collected via our local $10 dues.  Recent expenses have 
been for workshop materials, food and drinks.  

Meetings:  

 Members:  We meet on the 4th Saturday of April followed by the 3rd Tuesday evening for May and 
June.  This rotating schedule continues throughout the year.  Nighttime meetings are regularly held at 
The Sawdust Shop in Santa Clara unless otherwise announced.  

 Guests:  Guests are welcome at all Tuesday meetings.  However, only members may attend the 
Saturday workshops. 

 

mailto:jkhorner1954@gmail.com
mailto:areynoldsre@gmail.com
mailto:mugs88@gmail.com
mailto:gloriaimiller@gmail.com
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Discounts Available to AMS Members: 

 Certainly Wood:   (http://www.certainlywood.com) 
Special member price is $35 instead of the usual $50 price for the Marquetry Veneer package.  The 
special handling charge plus shipping fees are approximately $25.  The total of about $60 for this 
package is still a very good buy.  The 100 sq. ft. Marquetry package changes each time they make them 
since all the veneer that is included comes from ends of flitches.  They try to provide a wide range of 
color, grain and figure in the packages and the sizes range from 4” to 8” wide by 12”to 30” long. 
 

 Sauer’s Veneers has made a special veneer package available. $30 incl. shipping for 40 pieces of 
veneer. Ken showed this at the Workshop and six members purchased a package. 
 
 

Sawdust Shop directions:  Address is 320 Martin Ave., Santa Clara, 95050.  Phone is (408) 992-1004.  URL is 
http://www.thesawdustshop.com/.  From Hwy. 101 take De La Cruz. Go west past Central Expy. to Martin.  Turn 
left on Martin and just past Reed is 320. 

 
Ken & Linda’s House directions:  Hwy 101 south.  Exit Bailey Ave.  Turn right on Monterey access road.  Go 
south on Monterey to Palm (2.5 mi.) Make U-turn and come back 1.7 mi. to Koyanagi.  Turn right and then right 
on Ruth Lane.  Address is 9598 Ruth Lane.  The shop is around back. 

Photos from the April Workshop:  
Dave explains the day’s program over coffee and donuts                    More details in the shop 

                                                       

    
Apply Contact Cement in one  2x4s reduced to fit the bowl  Plastic screen used to keep  
direction to reduce bubbles  and held in with a dowel makes marquetry flat after glue has 
     spreading glue on the bowl easier been applied 

http://www.certainlywood.com/
http://www.thesawdustshop.com/
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Exercise bands used to                        A tiny gap when cutting the  Wax paper and blue tape keep 
hold marquetry until glue                   veneer length keeps the ends contact cement pieces in the 
sets                                                          from overlapping   right place 
 

 
Ken Horner’s finished potpourri bowl 
   
Show and Tell Photos: 
Note the delicate Fisherman’s line on Dave’s belt buckle   
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Dave Peck’s Mini-Parquetry Pendant and Earrings—topic of our October Workshop! 

 
 

 
Andrew Reynolds fretwork cross 
 
 
Meeting Calender (for those who prefer to see a Monthly Version) 

 

 
Note 1: Who may attend? Everyone is welcome at the Tuesday night meetings. Only AMS and Chapter 
members may attend to the Saturday workshops. 
 
Note 2: Veneer Lottery. We have another pack of Sauer’s Veneer. Cost was $38.00 and when we reach that 
amount we’ll draw a name. You need not be present to win. Bring a finished ‘Show-and-Tell’ to a meeting and 
get a FREE chance. You can buy a chance for $1.00. Bill V. won the last pack. 
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MAY: May  9. Saturday Workshop, 9:00 a.m. Marcus Miller will lead and you can build a ‘Third Hand.’ This is 
an 18 x 24” cutting board with fence, clamps and straight-edge.  All materials supplied (except you bring a 
cutting mat). A fee will be charged ($20.00). Sign-ups have begun. 10 person maximum. 

May 19 - Tuesday night meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Sawdust Shop.  Demo to be determined. 
 

JUNE: Jun. 16 - Tuesday night meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Sawdust Shop. 
 

JULY: Jul. 25. Saturday Workshop, 9:00 a.m. ‘Domed Music Box’. Details later. A Fee will be charged. 
 

AUGUST: Aug. 18 - Tuesday night meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Sawdust Shop. 
 

SEPTEMBER:  Sep. 15. Tuesday night meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Sawdust Shop. 
 

OCTOBER: Oct. 24 - Saturday Workshop, 9:00 a.m. Dave Peck’s Mini-Parquetry  Pendant 
 

NOVEMBER:  Nov. 17. Tuesday night meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Sawdust Shop. 
 

DECEMBER: Dec. 15. Ninth Annual Christmas Pot-Luck Party. Members and spouses welcome.  Three 
Veneer’ contest and voting.   

 


