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NorCal Chapter  

American Marquetry Society 

                                                                www.norcalmarquetarians.wordpress.com 

www.americanmarquetrysociety.com 

Next Meeting: Regular Meeting 

● When: Saturday, February 27rd 9AM – 12PM (Bring a sack lunch if you’d like to stay longer) 
● What:  3 Demos: How to draw an Ellipse by hand, How to sharpen a Veneer Saw, How to Sharpen a 

Hand Scraper (After the demonstration, Members may work on their own projects in the shop) 
● Where:  Ken and Linda Horner’s Workshop in Morgan Hill 
● Who: Visitors are Welcome to observe. Members who have paid 2016 AMS and Local Chapter dues may 

work on their own projects at the Horner’s Workshop. Don’t forget your Show-And-Tell. Bring your 
veneer saw/scraper (if you have one to sharpen) and a project to work on!                

                                    

 
 

                     

       For your 2016 calendar here are future meetings  

 Regular Saturday Meetings:  9:00 am to 12:00 noon (Ken and Linda’s shop in Morgan Hill) 
Everyone is welcome to visit and observe! Only members may work on projects in the shop. 
Feb.27, Mar. 26, May 21*, Jun. 25, Aug. 27, Sep.24, Nov. 19* 
*All meetings are the 4th Saturday of the month EXCEPT in May and November due to holidays 
falling on those weekends. 

● Christmas Party: Saturday December 17th, 6PM(Ken and Linda’s home in Morgan Hill) 
● Saturday Workshops: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm (Ken and Linda’s shop in Morgan Hill) 
       Members who have paid AMS and local due are welcome to sign-up! 
       Apr.23 (Dave Peck’s Pendant Workshop), July 23, Oct. 22  
Workshops are also the 4th Saturday of the month and provide members opportunities to work on 
special group projects with a specific lesson or theme. 

 
 

 

Reminder--Meeting Changes: 

Commuting to The Sawdust Shop on Tuesday nights was difficult for most members because of the commute 
traffic so we moved the meetings to the 4th Saturday of the month and ALL of our meetings and workshops 
are now at the Horner’s place. Ken and Linda have offered to let members work on projects (example: Start-
It/Finish-It) on “Meeting Saturdays”. These meetings will be from 9AM to Noon. ALL members who have paid 
their local and AMS dues may work in the shop on these meeting and workshop days. Visitors are welcome to 
observe. So bring a friend! 
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We will keep the “Workshop” format as-is. Workshops will continue to be January, April, July, October from 
9AM-3PM to work on a special project/theme and break for lunch. 

January Workshop:  

  

We had 15 members here for the January 23rd Workshop.  Jim D’Anjou, Ken and Linda Horner were 
instructors. Attending were: Ralph Porter, Karen Stephenson, Ard Sealy, Raj Rao, John Wilson, Bill Villamor, 
Andrew Reynolds, Mark Jones, Liz Poux, John Ranallo, Fred Meyer, and new member: Greg Swenson.   

Members gathered over coffee and home-made cinnamon rolls to hear Ken explain the day’s activity. Ard 
Sealy donated all the cherry wood for the boxes—Thanks Ard!—and cleaned it up with Ken and Linda so that 
we could chop it to size under Jim’s supervision at the tablesaw. For those who would like specific 
instructions to make your own Louis Cube, Ken’s instructions can be found at the end of the newsletter (p.9-
10). 

Though the workshop-time was also available for Start-It or Finish-It projects, everyone present participated 
in the Louis Cube activity. Timing was a bit ambitious and none of us were able to finish, but Ken supplied 
instructions on how to complete the marquetry and box. 

Show-And-Tell: For the benefit of those who were unable to attend the Christmas Party, John Ranallo shared 
his 3 Veneer contest box (see December Newsletter for photos). John Wilson shared several items: a box with 
Ginko leaves design, a flower with home-made bandsaw-cut veneer, and examples of commercial veneer and 
home-made veneer both mounted on plywood. Ralph Porter shared his Door-knob hanger Angel and his 
Snowman designs. Greg Swenson shared his way to secure veneer for cutting using plywood—we 
brainstormed on ways to improve the technique but I’m not sure if it worked. 

Ken shared several items: a possible workshop box for July (see Show-And-Tell photo of dovetail box), his 
advice on the best way to miter the corners if we use home-made veneer borders for our marquetry, AND an 
article that will be published in Woodworker’s Journal April 2016 about the finger-jointed band-saw box that 
we did in October. The magazine sent a professional photographer to record and illustrate the details of the 
project. Look for the article is in the coming months! 

Other Meeting Notables: 

Linda sold more Raffle Tickets for the Sauer’s Veneer pack. We only need $12 more to have enough for the 
drawing. Remember that you get a free raffle ticket for bringing a Show-And-Tell.  

Ken says that AMS members can now get back-issues of AMS magazines on-line (magazines are different 
from this newsletter)--See members only section of americanmarquetrysociety.com. 
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Workshop Photos: 
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Show-And-Tell: 

    

Ralph’s Angel and Snowman (above)               Greg’s veneer cutting guide (below) 
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John Wilson’s homemade veneer and commercial veneer: Ginko box with commercial veneer and Flower homemade veneer  

  

 

  

Ken’s July Workshop possibility: box with dovetail joinery 
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After conducting an informal survey, Ken says that the best way to handle a veneer border is to size the corners so that they are all 
identical and then resize the marquetry to fit the border. 

 

Other News:  

 Raffle: We have begun a new raffle for the 3rd Sauer’s Veneer pack to encourage members to bring in 
a Show-And-Tell. Each month you will get a raffle ticket for bringing in a completed project. You may 
also buy a ticket for $1. Currently we just need $12 more to hold the raffle. Once the number of 
dollars in the pot equal the value of the prize($35), we will draw for the winner. You don’t need to be 
there in order to win. So far Bill Villamor and Fred Meyer have won packs! 
 

 Basic Marquetry and Beyond by Ken Horner (and Linda Horner) is now available for purchase at 
Amazon and other stores (retail $24.95). Ken has a few copies for purchase at a discounted price of 
$20—contact him if you’d like a copy and have it signed too. 
 
 

 Otto Frei Saw Blades sizes 2/0 (smaller) were recommended for most purposes of 2 to 5 layers of 
veneer and 1/0 (larger) were recommended for thick pad cutting. Ken recommends buying the gross 
pack (144) at http://www.ottofrei.com/Otto-Frei-Sawblades-By-The-Gross-144-Pieces.html 

 

 

General Information 

Club President 
Treasurer 

Ken Horner 
Bill Villamor 

jkhorner1954@gmail.com 
villbill@gmail.com 

Webmaster Andrew Reynolds areynoldsre@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Liz Poux pouxliz@aol.com 

Librarian Gloria Miller gloriaimiller@gmail.com 

 

http://www.ottofrei.com/Otto-Frei-Sawblades-By-The-Gross-144-Pieces.html
mailto:jkhorner1954@gmail.com
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Club Resources 
Club library materials can be checked-out and brought to members during club meetings. Gloria Miller has 
inventoried the library. Email her with book requests to bring to the meeting.  
App Tape can be purchased from Ken. He recently ordered more tape from Sign Warehouse: a dozen 1-1/4” and a 
dozen 2-1/4” width rolls. He also has 3-1/4” and 5-1/4” rolls for sale. 
 
National and Local Membership 
Guests:  Guests are welcome at all Saturday meetings.  However, only members work in the shop during meetings 
and only members may attend the Saturday workshops. 

Membership & Dues:  27 members of the 39 AMS members located in Northern California have paid their AMS 
dues in 2016.  16 members have paid our local NorCal Marquetarian dues. Our annual $10 dues allow us to add to 
our Library, pay for our Christmas party, buy prizes, etc. Remember that you may now get a discount for multi-year 
AMS membership renewal.  One year AMS renewal is $25, two year is $45 and three year is $60.  Family 
membership is the same cost as a single membership.  Just put both names on the Name Line, such as “John and 
Jane Doe”. You’ll both be members but will receive only one copy of the AMS magazine.     

To Become A Member:  If you are not a member and want to attend one of our Saturday workshops, it's easy; join the 
AMS and the local Chapter. Local Dues are $10 per year every year. New AMS National members pay a one time $10 
fee, plus an annual fee of $25 for a one year AMS membership. Multi-year AMS membership discounts are offered at  
$45 for two years or $60 for three years.  You also will get the AMS Magazine plus a great Pattern Catalog. NEW—AMS 
members now have on-line access to all back-issues of AMS Magazines! The four Saturday workshops during the year 
are a great way to practice hands-on marquetry and general wood craft. You can join the local club by bringing your 
checkbook to any Saturday meeting. To participate in the workshop be sure to join the AMS first. 

 
Treasury Report 
The balance is $311.  Money in the treasury is collected via our local $10 dues. Thanks to Ard, we didn’t need to 
use any club money for the January Workshop cherry wood.  Recent expenses have been food for the Christmas 
party. Other expenses include contest prizes, materials for workshops. We also use treasury money for Show and 
Tell prizes. 

 
Discounts Available to AMS Members  
Certainly Wood:   (http://www.certainlywood.com) 
Special member price is $35 instead of the usual $40 price for the Marquetry Veneer package.  The special handling 
charge plus shipping fees are approximately $25.  The total of about $60 for this package is still a very good buy.  
The 100 sq. ft. Marquetry package changes each time they make them since all the veneer that is included comes 
from ends of flitches.  They try to provide a wide range of color, grain and figure in the packages and the sizes range 
from 4” to 8” wide by 12”to 30” long. 
 
Sauer’s Veneers: Larry Sauers has been very supportive of AMS clubs and is offering AMS members a special price for 
veneers. Buy four of the Variety Veneer packs at $30 each (usually $35 plus tax at local stores) and get free delivery and 
no sales tax.  Buy 10 or more Variety Packs at $25 each and also get free delivery.  Give these packs a try!  Website: 
http://sveneers.com    Phone: 336-956-1200 or toll free: 855-611-7866  

Directions: 

Ken & Linda’s House directions:  Hwy 101 south.  Exit Bailey Ave.  Turn right on Monterey access road.  Go south on 
Monterey to Palm (2.5 mi.) Make U-turn and come back 1.7 mi. to Koyanagi.  Turn right and then right on Ruth Lane. 
Address is 9598 Ruth Lane.  The shop is around back.     

http://www.certainlywood.com/
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MARQUETRY WORKSHOP, SATURDAY JAN. 23, 2016. 

LOUIS CUBE BOX 
 
1. Make the Box.  Start with 5/16” Cherry wood stock which has already been cut to 2-1/2” width.  

1. Mark the wood in order – End-1, Side-1, End-2, Side-2. Use tape on outside ‘S1’. 
2. Cut the Box Ends to 4-5/8” (Chop saw, Ken). 
3. Cut the Box Sides to 10-3/4” (Chop Saw, Ken).  
4. Cut dados in the ends of the side pieces to make modified butt joints (Jim D.). 
5. Cut four pieces of 1/4" dowel 3/8” long (Japanese pull-saw miter jig). 
6. Mark and Drill 4 holes in the two side pieces for 1/4" pegs to set the top on, 2-3/4” from end. 
7. Cut and mark box bottom, about 4-1/4” x 10-1/4”. Cut on table saw (Ken or Linda) 
8. Glue the box together, including the bottom. Clamp about 30 minutes. 
9. Measure and cut a top to fit, about 4-3/16” x 10-1/8”. 
10. At home make a velvet bottom lining. Also sand and finish the box. 

 
2. Make the Diamonds for the Louis Cube design. 

1. Choose 3 veneers and cut four strips 5/8” wide, 10-12” long. Use fence and spacers. 
2. Mark grain direction and top side with chalk. 
3. Sand edges of pieces smooth and tape 5-6 together side-by-side at a near 60 deg. angle. 
4. Use a 60° triangle and cut across the top. 
5. Push top against cutter fence and cut 30-40 small diamonds from each of three different veneers. Use 5/8” 

Spacers and straight edge. 
6. Arrange the diamonds in the appropriate design. In all cases affix to app tape (sticky side up) which has been 

secured to a board with blue tape. 
a. Draw ink line on front of app tap, turn over and use line to arrange one diamond color in a long row.   

Add other diamonds top and bottom. 
b. Arrange 3 diamonds into a cube and tape together with clear cellophane tape. Draw line on app tape 

and arrange cubes. 
c. Stick a straight edge to app tape and use this as a line to affix diamonds. 

7. Cut the parquetry design to size (about 3-7/8” x 9-7/8”) and add the 1/8” border edging.  
8. Glue to the lid.  
9. Scrape, sand and finish. 

 
3. The Next Day. My thoughts on how to proceed at home. 

1. Fasten (with blue tape) a large piece of app tape (sticky side up) to your rubber cutting board. The tape piece 
should be at least 5-1/2” wide x 12” long. 

2. Make sure the yellow or black printed grid of the cutting board is visible through the app tape. 
3. You will start placing diamonds in the middle of the tape and extend left and right following the main grid line. 
4. Start with one color of diamond (I chose the lightest color) and place the diamonds in a horizontal line, point-

to-point and end-to-end.  Keep grain direction consistent and ‘top’ side up. 
5. Do this until the row of diamonds is 2” longer than the length of your box top, about 12”. 
6. Add the other diamonds (dark and medium colored) to make the ‘cube’ design.  Be careful here and make sure 

each diamond is snuggled close to its neighbor – no spaces. 
7. Keep the grain direction consistent for each diamond and have the same side up. 
8. Inspect the grid carefully and replace diamonds that are too small, too large or are a different color. 
9. Rub some white PVA glue over the whole surface, cover with wax paper and clamp for 20 minutes under a flat 

board and  
10. Remove the wax paper, clean the surface and clamp for another 20 minutes without wax paper.  
11. Unclamp and turn the glued side down on your table. 
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12. Add app tape over the unglued (top) surface.  
13. Cut out a ‘window’ from cardboard (cold cereal boxes work great) the size of your lid. 
14. Place this ‘window’ over the top of your Louis Cube parquetry grid and position it so the left and right edges 

and the top and bottom edges look good; i. e. have equal sized, partial diamonds. 
15. Use a pencil and mark the borders. 
16. Make cherry veneer strips (two 12” and two 6”) with widths of 1/8”, 3/16” and 1/4". 
17. Lay each width on the top on all four sides to see how each will look. Maybe using the 1/4" strips gives 

diamonds ‘too small’ on the ends; so use the 3/16” strips.   
18. Choose one size border strips (1/8”, 3/16” or 1/4" wide) and cut the Louis Cube grid to fit. 
19. Tape on the new border strips, cut the corners at 45° and attach (yellow PVA glue) the grid to the top. Here the 

taped side will be up (top) and the white glued side will be down. 
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2016 Meetings (all on Saturdays):  

JANUARY 23: Workshop Louis Cube Box plus Start-It/Finish-It, 9AM to 3PM 

FEBRUARY 27: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

MARCH 26: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

APRIL 23: Workshop Dave Peck’s Pendant and Earrings Workshop, 9AM to 3PM 

MAY 21: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

JUNE 25: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

JULY 23: Workshop, Theme TBD, 9AM to 3PM 

AUGUST 27: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

SEPTEMBER 24: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

OCTOBER 22: Workshop Saturday 19, Theme TBD, 9AM to 3PM 

NOVEMBER 19: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

DECEMBER 17: Christmas Party Potluck and 3 Veneer Contest 6PM 

 

All Meetings and Workshops are now at Ken and Linda’s shop in Morgan Hill 
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Learn the Craft of Marquetry  

NorCal Marquetarians Invites YOU to Join Us! 

Who: Everyone is welcome 
Where: Ken and Linda’s shop in Morgan Hill (see website for address and directions) 
When:  Saturdays 9AM to Noon (Feb. 27, Mar.26, May 21, June 25, Aug. 27, Sep.24, Oct. 22, Nov. 19)  
What’s Happening:  Experienced AND Novice woodworkers gather to share knowledge and learn how to 
make beautiful objects using wood veneer. Learn along with us and make new friends! 
Contact: Ken Horner for more information on classes, workshops and meetings (408) 463-9030    
Website: https://norcalmarquetarians.wordpress.com/ 
 

Examples of Recent projects: 

 

Heart Box and Free-Form Box (left and right photos) from recent Saturday Workshops 

Beginner lessons available (no experience necessary):  Moon-Mountain-Tree is a beginner project—Amazingly Easy and 
Fun (middle photo).  Contact Ken Horner for details of upcoming classes 

 

 

October’s Saturday Workshop was a finger-jointed box with  curved sides.  

Saturday Workshops offered several times per year Free to members—
Experience Not Necessary. 
Easy to join. 

https://norcalmarquetarians.wordpress.com/

