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Parquetry Jewelry (updated April 2016 for 
NorCal Workshop) 
By Dave Peck 
 
Most earrings are small so 
there isn’t much space to 
create a ‘marquetry scene’.  
However, parquetry can be 
done with very small 
pieces. Small intricate 
designs will elicit  “Oh 
look!” responses from 
almost anyone on first look. 
I recently made some 
pendant and earring sets 
that were well received. This article shows how to 
make the parquetry, obtain jewelry findings (the 
hardware that holds the jewelry together – the 
variety is mind boggling) and how to apply a finish 
that really makes the parquetry “pop.” (Fig 1) For 
this workshop we will keep it simple by using a 
diamond pattern with just one size. Cut them with a 
jig. For miniature parquetry a razor blade jig is just 
the ticket (the ‘Chop it’ is available from 
MicroMark.com for $29.95).   
Some photos in this article also show a jig made by 
George Moreton but it’s no longer for sale. Most of 
what I know about parquetry came from George. 
 
Making the miniature parquetry: 
1. Determine the size diamonds you want. See my 
article “Parquetry: Making Diamonds Fit Exact 
Space” in the Summer 2014 issue of this magazine 
for details on how to determine strip width and grain 
direction.  
 
2. Set the angle between the blade and your guide at 
45° for an eight-pointed star. (Fig 2) Notice that I’m 
placing the angle guide down a little way from the 
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top rail. This is necessary to give room to slide the  
strip upward for making the successive cut. (Fig 
3). 

 
3. Set the stop block. Lay one of your strips (they 
all must be the same width) parallel with and on 
the right hand side of the blade.  Move the stop 
block against the strip and fasten it. (Fig 4). 
 

 
 
4. To insure accuracy. Mark a line down the 
middle of a strip and cut two diamonds. Check the 
length of two sides (the one against the guide vs. 
the one that is cut by the razor blade, i.e. the line 
on one should touch a blank edge on the other. 
(Fig 5). 
 
 If the sides are 
not equal the error 
will magnify as 
pieces are added. 
Readjust the stop 
block if needed 
and try again. 
 
 

Fig 1 
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5. Now it’s time to check that the angle is correct. 
Make eight diamonds to complete a circle.  Place 
them together and see if they fit well. (Fig 6). Note 
that blue masking tape is being used to keep the 
pieces in place during assembly.  
 
If the 
pieces fit 
poorly, 
readjust 
the guide.  
If you 
have the 
guide 
taped 
down you 
are 
starting 
over 
again 
each try. If you plan to do a lot of miniature 
parquetry it’s worth the time to add thumbscrews 
(Fig 7) to the guide and stop block. You can loosen 
the one away from the blade but leave the one near 
the blade tight. Use a small tool to tap the guide in 

the direction you need to go. Just a tiny movement is 
all you need. An old drafting triangle can be cut 
down to make the guide and stop. The hardboard 
will take a screw thread and a washer between the 
thumb screw and plastic will keep things from 
moving as you tighten them down.  
 
6. Once you are satisfied with the fit, make 
sufficient diamonds for your project. Attention to 
detail in selection of wood color and grain direction 
will make a nicer piece of jewelry. Having the jig on 
a slanted surface will make the job easier. If you 
leave the jig flat on the table you have to slide each 
new piece out of the way. A stand that slants the jig 
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allows each 
new piece 
to drop out 
of the way 
saving a lot 
of time. 
(Fig 8). 
 
7. With the 
parquetry 
still 
attached to 
the blue 
tape, glue it to a slightly larger piece of veneer. 
This will strengthen the assembly for making it fit 
the bezel, round, oval etc.. When the glue is dry 
remove the blue tape and sand the face of the 
parquetry. Cut (saw, circle jig, whatever works 
for you) the parquetry to fit inside the bezel. This 
is easier said than done. I draw a circle slightly 
smaller than the opening (this allows me to see 
the circle at all times) then cut away the outside 
half of the line and sand to the perfect fit. A circle 
cutting device is worth a try – the secret being to 
make many short, light cuts. 
 
8. Glue the parquetry into the bezel. A caul that 
fits into the bezel will hold the veneer in place as 
the glue dries. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jewelry Findings:  
To keep the jewelry light and at the same time 
provide protection for the edges of the parquetry 
use a bezel (See Fig 1).  They come round, or 
oval, in brass, gold plated, silver plated, sterling, 
etc. The bezels for this workshop were purchased 
on Amazon (Deannassupplyshop Circle Pendant 
Trays - Multicolored - 1 Inch - 25mm - Pendant 
Blanks Cameo Bezel Settings, 50 Bezels for 
$22.50). For higher quality findings, I recommend 
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Rio Grande, a jewelry catalog/online outlet, in El 
Paso, TX (www.riogrande.com).  
 
Resin Finishes:  I’ve tried several. The doming 
resins that you mix with a catalyst before applying 
require a long cure time and I was plagued by 
bubbles forming as the resin cured.  
 
For this workshop I wanted to try the UV cure resins 
and found them much better. You don’t have to mix 
them. Temperatures are not as critical and using the 
right technique the bubble problem is much reduced.  
 
Working with UV cure resin from 
Solarez: (purchased through Amazon and shipped 
free by Solarez) 
 
1. I’ve found the sealer (Solarez UV Cure Grain 
Filler & Sealer, 4oz, for $19.25) a big improvement 
over white glue. It 
cures in three 
minutes (in 
sunlight) and you 
can apply two or 
three thin coats to 
insure that all the 
wood pores are 
sealed. You put 
the sealer on and 
then squigey it off 
leaving a thin 
layer because it is 
cloudy if put on 
thick. 
 
2. They make two topcoats that I recommend: 
(Solarez UV cure Low-VOC Clear Polyester Resin, 
4oz for $17.75 from Amazon) and (Solarez UV Cure 
Hard Finish Doming Resin (2oz for 29.95 ‘not 
pictured’). I slowly drip the resin onto the surface; a 
matchstick will produce larger drops but some prefer 
toothpicks (Fig 11). Start in the center and work 
toward the all the edges.   When the resin is about 
1/16-th inch from the outer rim, wait and it should 
fill the gap. Give it small drops if needed. Surface 
tension keeps it from running over the edge. A good 
desk lamp above your work will help you see if there 
are any “vacancies”. Keep your work level as you 
take it into the sun (the Polyester resin can go 
straight out into the sun but the Doming resin needs 
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to be introduced slowly, i.e., place it in direct 
sunlight for 10 seconds and back into shade for 
30 seconds, repeat 10 in sun and 30 out before 
you move it into direct sun for 3 minutes. Sit it 
on a level surface for the three minutes it takes to 
cure. Three minutes is a minimum.  Longer 
won’t hurt and on partially cloudy days it may be 
needed. At night or on cloudy days a UV 
flashlight will do the job. 
 
Table 1 shows differences between Resins 
Resins 
Compared 

Mixing Cure 
Time 

Dries 
Hard 
vs. 
Tacky 

Thickness 
of 
Doming 

Two part 
Doming 
Resin 

Mix Hours Tacky ¼” 

UV Cure 
Doming 
Resin 

No 
Mixing 

Minutes Tacky ¼” 
 

UV Cure 
Polyester 
Resin 

No 
Mixing 

Minutes Hard  1/8” 

 
3. After the first coat has set, you can decide if 
a second coat is needed.  If you want a second 
coat you can just apply it on top of the first or 
you can sand and then apply the second coat.  
Maybe you will want it to make the dome stand 
higher or just hide a defect. 
 
4. Sanding with very fine abrasive paper is 
needed for a high polish. I start with 150 or 220 
grit paper and progress through 400, 1000, 2000, 
5000, 8000 and 12000. At this point you should 
have a nice shine but buffing with carnauba wax 
will make an even higher shine. (I purchased 
“Micro-Surface Basic Finishing set” from Crafts 
Supplies USA (www.woodturnerscatalog.com) 
for $23.25.) 
 
 
	
 


