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NorCal Chapter  

American Marquetry Society 

                                                       www.norcalmarquetarians.wordpress.com 

www.americanmarquetrysociety.com 

 

 

Next Meeting: Regular Meeting plus Start/Finish projects in the Shop 

 Topic: Intarsia demonstration-- possible workshop project  for October 

 When:  Saturday September 24th  9AM to 12PM  

 Where: Ken and Linda’s shop in Morgan Hill 

 Who: Members and Guests are Welcome to the Meeting. Shop time for Members only. 

                                   
                                  

 

                     

       For your 2016 calendar here are future meetings:  

 Regular Saturday Meetings:  9:00 am to 12:00 noon (Ken and Linda’s shop in Morgan Hill) 
Everyone is welcome to visit and observe! Only members may work on projects in the shop. 

               Sep.24, Nov. 19* 
*All meetings are the 4th Saturday of the month EXCEPT in May and November due to 
holidays falling on those weekends. 

● Christmas Party: Saturday December 17th, 6PM(Ken and Linda’s home in Morgan Hill) 
● Saturday Workshops: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm (Ken and Linda’s shop in Morgan Hill) 
       Members who have paid AMS and local due are welcome to sign-up! 
       Oct. 22 (topic to be determined)  
Workshops are also the 4th Saturday of the month and provide members opportunities to work 
on special group projects with a specific lesson or theme. 

 
Upcoming September Meeting: We will be having our Show-And-Tell. Ken will show an Intarsia 
project and demonstrate how it was done This Intarsia project or the Lizzy Metal (see photos above) 
are a possible group project for the October workshop. Reminder to work on the 3 Veneer Contest!!! 
Shop time is perfect to start or finish a project. See the website for 3 Veneer Contest rules. 
 

August  
2016 

NEWSLETTER 
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August Workshop Meeting News: 

7 Members present:  Ken Horner, Linda Horner, Fred Meyer, John Wilson, Greg Swensen, Don McKell 
and Liz Poux. Linda had homemade sweets and coffee ready for everyone. After everyone arrived, we 
started with Show-And-Tell then went to the shop for 3 demonstrations: 

John Wilson brought his home-made adjustable cutting table and a hand-held fret saw and showed 
us how he sets the table and cuts commercial veneer (about 1/28” thick). Linda remarked how the 
English use hand cutting techniques for all of their marquetry. We all noted the difficulty and skill 
required to cut small pieces by hand and remembered Laura Mulligan’s fine handiwork. See pages 12-
13 for John’s Fretsaw table pattern. 
 
Don McKell gave 2 demonstrations both related to his Show-And-Tell box. First he showed us his 
home-made electric cutter that enables him to make repetitive veneer cuts to exacting widths within 
a thousandth of an inch. The little saw blade has 230 teeth and cuts a 0.020 inch kerf. The maximum 
length of veneer stock he can hold down is an impressive 27 inches and once the fence is set, each 
piece is precisely cut.  Don purchased a vacuum cleaner motor to make the blade spin. He used this 
cutter to make the marquetry borders of his box. 

Don also demonstrated the jig that he created to make the curved sides of his box and the top of his 
box. Linda noted that some woodworkers are adept at making jigs for all sorts of things and Don is 
one of those guys! Don made several passes with his jig and a router to make the box’s sides and then 
inverted the jig to make the lid. Very impressive. 

We discussed possible workshop projects for the October Workshop with several members proposing 
the little climbing marble machine. Ken would like examples of possible marquetry to add to the 
machine if people are really serious about using that as a marquetry club project. 

After the demonstrations, attending members were offered free marquetry kits and wood working 
projects as well as free mini screw driver sets.  

 

Show-And-Tell:  Fred Meyer brought in his 2 sided-box with wood of “unknown” origin. John 

Wilson also showed his completed 2 sided-box with butterfly marquetry. We discussed how to reduce 
the problem of sanding dyed wood by using shellac to fill the wood pores before sanding. Ken, too, 
completed his 2 sided box but used a non-marquetry technique for his lid. We admired the use of his 
red-veneer for his box sides. 

Don McKell showed us his Louis Cube box with curved sides. The wooden hinges, cork-lined 
removable tray and joinery were impressive.  Thank you Don for bringing your jig and saw to show us 
how you created your box! 

Linda’s tissue box had 4 different designs (as opposed to the pad marquetry method that we used to 
create tissue boxes in one of our workshops). Linda said that she had to re-do some of her marquetry 
because she was less motivated to complete this project so she made more mistakes. As usual, 
Linda’s flowers looked beautiful. 
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Ken showed us a cutting board and bowl that he had completed for his book. He also showed us his 
rolling pin with stand. None of these items had marquetry but they were all beautiful and fit the 
kitchen-gadget theme of his new book.  

All those who showed projects received a free raffle ticket. Those who showed the 2 sided box (last 
month’s workshop) received an extra ticket. 

Show-And-Tell Photos:  

    

John Wilson’s Butterfly                                                                              Fred Meyer’s 2 sided box  

Linda Horner’s tissue box 
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More panels of Linda’s tissue box 

Ken Horner’s 2 sided box                              Don McKell’s Louis Cube Box with curved sides and wooden hinges          

                     

A look at the hinges and removable tray                        
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Possible Items for Ken Horner’s new book: 

     

 

 

 

Workshop Photos: 

John Wilson demonstrates his fretsaw tables 
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Don McKell Demonstrates his Veneer Cutter and Jig to make curved box sides 
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Linda’s Marquetry kit and screwdrive set give-aways 

   

 

Other News:  

 Raffle: Next meeting will begin a new raffle for the 5th Sauer’s Veneer pack to encourage members to 
bring in a Show-And-Tell (you get 1 free ticket for participating in the Show-And-Tell). You may also 
buy a ticket for $1. Once the number of dollars in the pot equal the value of the prize($35), we will 
draw for the winner. You don’t need to be there in order to win. So far Bill Villamor, Fred Meyer, 
John Ranallo and John Wilson have won packs! 
 

 Basic Marquetry and Beyond by Ken Horner (and Linda Horner) is now available for purchase at 
Amazon and other stores (retail $24.95). Ken has a few copies for purchase at a discounted price of 
$20—contact him if you’d like a copy and have it signed too. 

 

 Otto Frei Saw Blades sizes 2/0 (smaller) were recommended for most purposes of 2 to 5 layers of 
veneer and 1/0 (larger) were recommended for thick pad cutting. Ken recommends buying the gross 
pack (144) at http://www.ottofrei.com/Otto-Frei-Sawblades-By-The-Gross-144-Pieces.html 
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General Information 

Club President 
Treasurer 

Ken Horner 
Bill Villamor 

jkhorner1954@gmail.com 
villbill@gmail.com 

Webmaster Andrew Reynolds areynoldsre@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Liz Poux pouxliz@aol.com 

Librarian 
Communication Coordinator 
NorCal’s AMS Representative 

Gloria Miller 
Fred Meyer 
Bill Villamor 

gloriaimiller@gmail.com 
FRMeyerH2O@aol.com 

villbill@gmail.com 

 
Club Resources 
Club library materials can be checked-out and brought to members during club meetings. Gloria Miller has 
inventoried the library. Email her with book requests to bring to the meeting.  
App Tape can be purchased from Ken. He recently ordered more tape from Sign Warehouse: a dozen 1-
1/4” and a dozen 2-1/4” width rolls. He also has 3-1/4” and 5-1/4” rolls for sale. 
 
National and Local Membership 
Guests:  Guests are welcome at all Saturday meetings.  However, only members work in the shop during 
meetings and only members may attend the Saturday workshops. 

Membership & Dues:  There are now 25 AMS members in our NorCal club area.  NorCal has 20-paid 
members for 2016. Our annual $10 dues allow us to add to our Library, pay for our Christmas party, buy 
prizes, etc. In order to participate in the workshops, you must also pay the AMS dues. Remember that you 
may now get a discount for multi-year AMS membership renewal.  One year AMS renewal is $25, two year 
is $45 and three year is $60.  Family membership is the same cost as a single membership.  Just put both 
names on the Name Line, such as “John and Jane Doe”. You’ll both be members but will receive only one 
copy of the AMS magazine.     

To Become A Member:  If you are not a member and want to attend one of our Saturday workshops, it's easy; 
join the AMS and the local Chapter. Local Dues are $10 per year every year. New AMS National members pay a 
one-time $10 fee, plus an annual fee of $25 for a one year AMS membership. Multi-year AMS membership 
discounts are offered at  $45 for two years or $60 for three years.  You also will get the AMS Magazine plus a 
great Pattern Catalog. NEW—AMS members now have on-line access to all back-issues of AMS Magazines! 
The four Saturday workshops during the year are a great way to practice hands-on marquetry and general 
wood craft. You can join the local club by bringing your checkbook to any Saturday meeting. To participate in 
the workshop be sure to join the AMS first. 

 
 
Treasury Report 
The balance is $351 minus April workshop expenses and veneer and wood purchases.  Money in the 
treasury is collected via our local $10 dues. The club recently purchased wood and veneer for future 
projects. It also purchased the remainder of the mini-pendant supplies from Dave Peck’s April Workshop. 
Other expenses include contest prizes, Christmas potluck and Show-and-Tell prizes. 

 
Discounts Available to AMS Members  
Certainly Wood:   (http://www.certainlywood.com) 
Special member price is $35 instead of the usual $40 price for the Marquetry Veneer package.  The special 
handling charge plus shipping fees are approximately $25.  The total of about $60 for this package is still a 

mailto:jkhorner1954@gmail.com
mailto:gloriaimiller@gmail.com
http://www.certainlywood.com/
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very good buy.  The 100 sq. ft. Marquetry package changes each time they make them since all the veneer 
that is included comes from ends of flitches.  They try to provide a wide range of color, grain and figure in 
the packages and the sizes range from 4” to 8” wide by 12”to 30” long. 
 
Sauer’s Veneers: Larry Sauers has been very supportive of AMS clubs and is offering AMS members a special 
price for veneers. Buy four of the Variety Veneer packs at $30 each (usually $35 plus tax at local stores) and get 
free delivery and no sales tax.  Buy 10 or more Variety Packs at $25 each and also get free delivery.  Give these 
packs a try!  Website: http://sveneers.com    Phone: 336-956-1200 or toll free: 855-611-7866  

Directions: 

Ken & Linda’s House directions:  Hwy 101 south.  Exit Bailey Ave.  Turn right on Monterey access road.  Go 
south on Monterey to Palm (2.5 mi.) Make U-turn and come back 1.7 mi. to Koyanagi.  Turn right and then 
right on Ruth Lane. Address is 9598 Ruth Lane.  The shop is around back.     
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2016 Meetings (all on Saturdays):  

JANUARY 23: Workshop Louis Cube Box plus Start-It/Finish-It, 9AM to 3PM 

FEBRUARY 27: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

MARCH 26: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

APRIL 23: Workshop Dave Peck’s Pendant and Earrings Workshop, 9AM to 3PM 

MAY 21: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

JUNE 25: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

JULY 23: Workshop, Theme: Band-sawn box with Jim D’Anjou, 9AM to 3PM 

AUGUST 27: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

SEPTEMBER 24: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

OCTOBER 22: Workshop Saturday 19, Theme TBD, 9AM to 3PM 

NOVEMBER 19: Regular Meeting, 9AM to Noon 

DECEMBER 17: Christmas Party Potluck and 3 Veneer Contest for members and their guests 6PM 

 

All Meetings and Workshops are now at Ken and Linda’s shop in Morgan Hill 
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Learn the Craft of Marquetry  

NorCal Marquetarians Invites YOU to Join Us! 

Who: Everyone is welcome 
Where: Ken and Linda’s shop in Morgan Hill (see website for address and directions) 
When:  Saturdays 9AM to Noon (Mar.26, May 21, June 25, Aug. 27, Sep.24, Oct. 22, Nov. 19)  
What’s Happening:  Experienced AND Novice woodworkers gather to share knowledge and learn 
how to make beautiful objects using wood veneer. Learn along with us and make new friends! 
Contact: Ken Horner for more information on classes, workshops and meetings (408) 463-9030    
Website: https://norcalmarquetarians.wordpress.com/ 
 

Examples of Recent projects: 

 

Heart Box and Free-Form Box (left and right photos) from recent Saturday Workshops 

Beginner lessons available (no experience necessary):  Moon-Mountain-Tree is a beginner project—Amazingly 
Easy and Fun (middle photo).  Contact Ken Horner for details of upcoming classes 

 

 

October’s Saturday Workshop was a finger-jointed box with 
curved sides.  

Saturday Workshops offered several times per year Free to 
members—Experience Not Necessary. 
Easy to join. 

 

  

https://norcalmarquetarians.wordpress.com/
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John Wilson’s Fretsaw Table Plan: 
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